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Welcome
And congratulations, on behalf of the NALEO Educational Fund and the ya es hora ¡Ciudadanía!
JHTWHPNUHSSPHUJLMVY[HRPUN[OLÄYZ[Z[LW[VILJVTPUNH<UP[LK:[H[LZJP[PaLU>LHYLWYV\K[V
give you this guide to the process.
0UZPKL`V\^PSSÄUKLZZLU[PHSPUMVYTH[PVU[VHWWS`MVYJP[PaLUZOPWHUKWYLWHYLMVY[OLPU[LY]PL^HUK
exams. To complete your application accurately and navigate the process successfully, please
study this guide with care.
The ya es hora ¡Ciudadanía! alliance is committed to help you at every step of the way.
For additional information or assistance:
 *HSSV\YUH[PVUHSIPSPUN\HSOV[SPUL=,@=6;( 
[VZWLHR^P[OH[YHPULK*P[PaLUZOPW6WLYH[VY
 =PZP[V\Y^LIZP[LH[www.yaeshora.info.
!
!
!
!
!
!

 (YYHUNLH]PZP[H[H5(3,6VMÄJL^P[OUH[\YHSPaH[PVUZLY]PJLZ!

/RV$QJHOHV2IÀFH
1122 W. Washington Blvd., Third Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90015
Tel:(213) 747-7606
Fax: (213) 747-7664
+RXVWRQ2IÀFH
1314 Texas Ave., Suite 410
Houston, Texas 77002
Tel: (713) 228-6400
Fax: (713) 228-0606
1HZ<RUN&LW\2IÀFH
110 Wall Street, 16th Floor
New York, NY 10005
Tel: (212) 480-1918
Fax: (212) 480-1697

ya es hora is an historic Latino civic participation campaign that represents the largest and most comprehensive
effort to incorporate Latinos as full participants in the American political process. The national effort is lead by
the NALEO Educational Fund, Mi Familia Vota Education Fund, Service Employees International Union (SEIU),
the National Council of La Raza (NCLR), and Spanish-language media companies Entravision Communications,
impreMedia, and Univision Communications Inc.
5

Why Become a U.S. Citizen?


The Right to Vote: You can cast your ballot and fully participate in the electoral process.



3URWHFWLRQIURP/RVVRI/HJDO6WDWXV You enjoy the full rights guaranteed in the U.S. Constitution.
Non-citizens—even Legal Permanent Residents (green-card holders) who have lived here for many
years—can suffer loss or reduction of their immigration status if Congress changes the law.



3URWHFWLRQIURP'HSRUWDWLRQ You cannot be deported.



)UHHGRPRI7UDYHO You can leave and re-enter the United States easily, regardless of how long you are gone.
You never lose your right to live here legally.



3DVVSRUW<RXFDQREWDLQD86SDVVSRUWIRULGHQWLÀFDWLRQDEURDG



7KH5LJKWWR+ROG2IÀFH<RXFDQUXQLQHOHFWLRQVDQGZLQSXEOLFRIÀFH



*RYHUQPHQW(PSOR\PHQW You may obtain one of the many government-related jobs restricted only to U.S. citizens.



3XEOLF%HQHÀWV<RXFDQFROOHFWFHUWDLQSXEOLFEHQHÀWVWKDW/HJDO3HUPDQHQW5HVLGHQWVFDQQRW&LWL]HQVDUHHOLJLEOH
IRU6RFLDO6HFXULW\DQG0HGLFDUHEHQHÀWVDQGPDQ\QRQFLWL]HQVPD\QRWEH<RXFDQDOVRUHFHLYH6RFLDO6HFXULW\
EHQHÀWVZKHUHYHU\RXOLYHZRUOGZLGH



7D['HGXFWLRQV: You can receive substantial deductions on U.S. estate taxes.



(QGWR86&,65HSRUWLQJ U.S. citizens don!t have to report any information—address changes or
anything else —to the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS).



5HVLGHQF\$VVLVWDQFHIRU)DPLO\0HPEHUV: You can help family members become Permanent Residents.
<RXFDQÀOHDSHWLWLRQIRU\RXU


6SRXVH



3DUHQW



&KLOGRIDQ\DJHPDUULHGRUXQPDUULHG



%URWKHU



6LVWHU

<RXEHJLQWKHSURFHVVE\ÀOOLQJRXW)RUP,, a Petition for Alien Relative. You can get it from the USCIS
website at www.uscis.gov. For detailed information on this process, please see the USCIS guide “How Do I
Help My Relative Become a U.S. Permanent Resident” at: KWWSZZZXVFLVJRYÀOHVDUWLFOH$HQJSGI
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Are You Eligible?
The Four Requirements
You must meet four basic requirements to become a U.S.
citizen. You must:

%HDSHUVRQRIJRRGPRUDOFKDUDFWHU.
How does the USCIS determine good moral
character? They look mainly at criminal
records and honesty in the application process.

 %H\HDUVRIDJHRUROGHU.
 +DYHOLYHGODZIXOO\LQWKH8QLWHG6WDWHVORQJ
enough. You must have been a Legal Permanent
5HVLGHQWIRUHLWKHUWKUHHRUÀYH\HDUVGHSHQGLQJ
on your marital status. If you have been here:

Certain crimes or offenses can lead to denial of
your application. Examples include:


a. For 5 years, you must meet two requirements:





i. You cannot have left the United States for
any period longer than 6 months.




EXAMPLE: Hector has lived in the United
States as a Legal Permanent Resident for
7 years, but 3 years ago he took a business
trip to Buenos Aires for 8 months. Result: The
ÀYH\HDUSHULRGVWDUWHGDOORYHUDJDLQWKHGD\
he returned and he must wait 2 more years to
apply.

'ULYLQJXQGHUWKHLQÁXHQFHRIDOFRKRORU
drugs (DUI or DWI)
'RPHVWLFYLROHQFH
,QYROYHPHQWZLWKSURVWLWXWLRQ
/\LQJWRJDLQLPPLJUDWLRQEHQHÀWVRU
prevent deportation or removal
)DLOLQJWRSD\FRXUWRUGHUHGFKLOGVXSSRUW
)DLOLQJWRFRPSOHWHDQ\SUREDWLRQ
parole, or sentence before applying for
naturalization

 %HDEOHWRSDVVWZRH[DPV. You must show the
interviewer that you: a) can speak, read, and write
basic English, and b) know basic facts about civics,
that is, U.S. history and government.

ii. You must have been physically present here
for a total of at least 30 months.

A. English.<RXGRQRWKDYHWRWDNHWKH
(QJOLVKWHVWLI:
a. You are  DQG have been a
Permanent Resident for at least 
years.
b. You are 55 DQG have been a
Permanent Resident for at least 
years.

EXAMPLE: Maria has been a Legal Permanent
Resident for 6 years, but each year she has
WDNHQWZRPRQWKWULSVRXWRIWKHFRXQWU\
Result: She has been physically present in the
United States for just 4 months a year, or 24
months total. She must remain here for another
6 months to apply.

If you decide not to take the English test, you
must bring an interpreter to the interview.

b. For 3 years, you must also be married to and
have lived with the same U.S. citizen for the last 3
years. Your spouse must have been a U.S. citizen
for all 3 years. In addition:

B. Civics. You must get 6 questions out of
10 right on the civics test. You will be
required to study from a list of 100 possible
questions.
D ,I\RXDUHDQGKDYHEHHQD
3HUPDQHQW5HVLGHQWIRUDWOHDVW
\HDUV, you can study from a
designated list of just 20 questions.

i. You cannot have left the United States for
any period longer than 6 months.
ii. You must have been physically present here
for a total of 18 months.

If you have certain medical conditions, you can skip
one or both exams. Complete Form N-648 (Medical
&HUWLÀFDWLRQIRU'LVDELOLW\([FHSWLRQV LI\RXEHOLHYH
you have one.
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If you have been arrested or convicted of any crime, you must report it on your
application — even if it has been removed from your record or if it occurred before
your 18th birthday. You must also send certified copies of the arrest report, court
disposition, sentencing, and any other relevant documents. If you are not truthful on
your application or during your interview, USCIS may deny your application.
Eligibility Checklist
,I\RXDQVZHU´<HVµWRDQ\RIWKHTXHVWLRQVEHORZSOHDVHFDOO  9(<927$WRYHULI\\RXUHOLJLELOLW\

1. Have you been outside the U.S. for six months or more since becoming a Legal Permanent Resident?
2. Have you EVER claimed to be a U.S. citizen (in writing or any other way)?
3. Have you EVER registered to vote in any federal, state, or local election in the United States?
4. Are you younger than 18?
 +DYH\RX(9(5OLHGWRDQ\86JRYHUQPHQWRIÀFLDOWRJDLQHQWU\LQWRWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV"
 +DYH\RX(9(5EHHQDUUHVWHGFLWHGRUGHWDLQHGE\DQ\ODZHQIRUFHPHQWRIÀFHU
LQFOXGLQJ86&,6DQGPLOLWDU\RIÀFHUV IRUDQ\UHDVRQ"
7. Have you EVER been charged with any crime or offense?
8. Have you EVER been convicted of a crime or offense?
9. Have you EVER had your criminal record cleared?
 6LQFHEHFRPLQJD/HJDO3HUPDQHQW5HVLGHQWKDYH\RX(9(5IDLOHGWRÀOHDUHTXLUHGIHGHUDOVWDWH
or local tax return?
11. Do you owe ANY overdue taxes, whether federal, state, or local?

,QJHQHUDOLI\RXDUHXQVXUHDERXW\RXUHOLJLELOLW\WRDSSO\RULI\RXQHHGKHOSÀOOLQJRXW\RXUDSSOLFDWLRQRU
working your way through the process, please contact (888) VE-Y-VOTA or visit www.yaeshora.info.

Seeking Additional Assistance
,I\RXQHHGDGGLWLRQDODVVLVWDQFHWRJXLGH\RXWKURXJKWKHQDWXUDOL]DWLRQSURFHVVÀOOLQJRXW\RXUDSSOLFDWLRQRU
if you have any questions regarding your eligibility, please contact (888) VE-Y-VOTA or visit www.yaeshora.info.
Please read through the following if you will be seeking legal assistance.
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Seeking Legal Assistance
Depending on your situation, you may want or need to seek legal assistance with your application process.
If you do, ÀUVW YHULI\WKDW\RXUDWWRUQH\LVHOLJLEOHWROHJDOO\UHSUHVHQW\RXEHIRUH86&,6

An attorney must be in good standing with a U.S. state bar association (or U.S. possession, territory, commonwealth, or
the District of Columbia) and may not be under any court order restricting their practice of law. The best way to protect
yourself is to ask the attorney to show you his or her current license. Write down the information and contact the state bar
DGPLVVLRQRIÀFHWRYHULI\LWVDFFXUDF\3OHDVHFRQWDFW  9(<927$LI\RXKDYHTXHVWLRQVDERXWKRZWRGRWKLV

Avoiding Immigration Fraud
<RXFDQSURWHFW\RXUVHOILQVHYHUDOZD\V



'2127sign blank applications, petitions, or other papers.



'2127sign documents that you do not understand.



'2127sign documents that contain false statements or inaccurate information.



'2127make payments to a representative without getting a receipt.



'2obtain copies of all documents prepared or submitted for you.



'2verify an attorney!s or accredited representative!s eligibility to represent you.



'2report any representative!s unlawful activity to USCIS, the state bar association,
and/or state attorney general.
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The Five Steps to Naturalization
7KHQDWXUDOL]DWLRQSURFHVVFRQVLVWVRIÀYHVLPSOHVWHSV
1. Complete your written application.
+DYH\RXUÀQJHUSULQWVWDNHQ
3. Pass exams at an interview.
4. Take the oath of citizenship.
5. Participate in civic affairs.
This process will take a varying length of time depending on where you live in the United States. Modernization and
streamlining have reduced the wait to 6 months or less in some places, but it may take longer.

Step 1: Complete Your Written Application
7KHDSSOLFDWLRQLVWKHÀUVWVWHS,WSURYLGHVWKH86&,6ZLWKEDFNJURXQGLQIRUPDWLRQDERXW\RXDQGVKRZVWKDW\RXDUH
eligible to apply. Follow the steps below:

1. Fill out the N-400 application form (more on this below).
2. Gather all the documents you need (more on this below).
3. Make copies of them all and put the copies in the application packet.
4. Enclose two more items:

 A photocopy of both sides of your Permanent Resident Card.
 Two identical color, passport-style photographs. Write your name and Alien Registration Number (A#, or
the nine-digit Permanent Resident Card number) lightly in pencil on the back of each photo.

 A check or money order payable to Department of Homeland Security to cover the application and
ÀQJHUSULQWLQJIHH EXWLI\RXDUHRUROGHU :ULWH\RXU´$1XPEHUµRQWKHEDFN PRUH
below).
5. Mail your application to the P.O. Box address for your state (see the left column in each box, immediately
below). If you are using courier or express mail, send it to the street address in the right column:

,I\RXUHVLGHLQ Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho,
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana,
Nebraska, Nevada, North Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, South Dakota, Utah,
Washington, Wisconsin, Wyoming, Territory of Guam, or the Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands, send your application to the USCIS
Phoenix Lockbox Facility at the following address:
US Postal Regular Mail
USCIS
P.O. Box 21251
Phoenix, AZ 85036

Courier and Express Mail
USCIS Attn: N-400
1820 E. Skyharbor Circle S
Suite 100
Phoenix, AZ 85034

,I\RXUHVLGHLQAlabama, Arkansas, Connecticut, Delaware, District
of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland,
Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico,
New York, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island,
South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Vermont, Virginia, West Virginia,
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, or the U.S. Virgin Islands, send your
application to the USCIS Dallas Lockbox Facility at the following address:
US Postal Regular Mail
USCIS
P.O. Box 660060
Dallas, TX 75266

The USCIS will mail you a receipt once it receives your application.
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Courier and Express Mail
USCIS Attn: N-400
2501 S. State Hwy 121
Business Suite 400
Lewisville, TX 75067

Filling Out the Application
The Naturalization Application Form (Form N-400) may seem fairly long, but in most cases it is easy to complete.
It will ask for information about:

Yourself
1. Your current legal name


 -XVWDVLWDSSHDUVRQ\RXUELUWKFHUWLÀFDWHXQOHVV\RXKDYHOHJDOO\FKDQJHGLW
(such as by marriage or court order).

2. Your name as it appears on your Legal Permanent Resident Card (“green card”)
Copy it exactly, even if it is misspelled.
3. Other names you have used
4. Your U.S. Social Security Number
5. Date of birth
Use numbers and write them with slashes in this order: Month/Day/Year.
For example, write April 1, 1990 as

04/01/1990.

6. Date you became a Legal Permanent Resident
In most cases, this is the date on your Legal Permanent Residency card.
Use numbers and write them in this order: Month/Day/Year. For instance: 04/01/1990.
7. Country of birth and nationality
Write the name of the country where you were born, and where you are currently a citizen (your nationality).
8. Current marital status
9. Request for disability waiver (if applicable)
If you have certain disabilities, you need not take the English and/or civics exams.
7RTXDOLI\ÀOORXWDQGDWWDFK)RUP1 0HGLFDO&HUWLÀFDWLRQIRU'LVDELOLW\([FHSWLRQV 
Please understand that the USCIS may not grant this request.
10. Home address
Provide the address where you currently live, that is, your permanent address.
11. Mailing address
Provide your mailing address if it is different from home address.
12. Telephone number and email address
These will help the USCIS contact you if they need information or have questions about your application.

<RXU5HVLGHQFH
Provide every address where you have lived over the past 5 years.


Be sure each address is complete.



,QFOXGHPRYHLQDQGPRYHRXWGDWHV PRQWK\HDU )RUH[DPSOHZULWH-DQXDU\WR0DUFK
as 01/09 to 03/09.
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<RXU(PSOR\PHQW
List your occupation titles, and the names and addresses of all employers
(or if you are a student, the schools you attended) during the last 5 years.


Begin with your most recent job.



Write January 2009 to March 2009 as 01/09 to 03/09.



,I\RXDUHVHOIHPSOR\HGZULWH´VHOIHPSOR\HGµ

<RXU7ULSV2XWVLGHWKH866LQFH<RX%HFDPHD/HJDO3HUPDQHQW5HVLGHQW
Provide the dates of all trips of more than 24 hours outside the U.S. since you became a Legal
Permanent Resident, including all trips to border cities in Mexico or Canada.


Begin with your most recent trip



Write the date you left and date you returned in numerical format (month/year).
For example, write January 2009 to March 2009 as 01/09 to 03/09.



List all countries you visited.



State the total number of days on each trip.

<RXU0DUULDJHV
Indicate the number of times you have been married. Provide the following information about your
current spouse and any former ones:

"#! Current Spouse


1DPH



$GGUHVV



&RXQWU\DQGGDWHRIELUWK



/HJDOGDWHRIPDUULDJH



6RFLDO6HFXULW\1XPEHU



$OLHQ5HJLVWUDWLRQ1XPEHUIURPKLVRUKHU3HUPDQHQW5HVLGHQW&DUG LIDSSOLFDEOH



'DWHDQGSODFHRIQDWXUDOL]DWLRQ LIDSSOLFDEOH

2. Former Spouses


1DPH



'DWHRIPDUULDJH



'DWHPDUULDJHHQGHG \RXZLOOQHHGWRSURYLGHFRSLHVRI\RXUGLYRUFHRU\RXUIRUPHUVSRXVHҋV
GHDWKFHUWLÀFDWH



6DPHLQIRUPDWLRQLVQHFHVVDU\LI\RXUIRUPHUVSRXVHZDVSUHYLRXVO\PDUULHG
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&XUUHQW6SRXVHҋV)RUPHU0DUULDJHV


1DPHRIHDFKSHUVRQ



'DWHRIPDUULDJH



'DWHPDUULDJHHQGHG \RXZLOOQHHGWRSURYLGHFRSLHVRI\RXU
GLYRUFHRU\RXUIRUPHUVSRXVHҋVGHDWKFHUWLÀFDWH



6DPHLQIRUPDWLRQLVQHFHVVDU\LI\RXUVSRXVHZDVSUHYLRXVO\PDUULHG

Your Children
Include DOO of your children, whether they are:


$OLYHPLVVLQJRUGHDG



%RUQLQWKH8QLWHG6WDWHVRULQRWKHUFRXQWULHV



8QGHURUDGXOWV



0DUULHGRUXQPDUULHG



/LYLQJZLWK\RXRUHOVHZKHUH



6WHSVRQVVWHSGDXJKWHUVRUOHJDOO\DGRSWHG



%RUQZKHQ\RXZHUHPDUULHGRUXQPDUULHG

Provide the following information about each child:


First and last name



'DWHRIELUWKQXPHULFDOO\0RQWKGDWH\HDU



$OLHQ5HJLVWUDWLRQ1XPEHU $ LIDSSOLFDEOH



&RXQWU\RIELUWK



&XUUHQWDGGUHVV

<RXU&ULPLQDO5HFRUG LIDQ\
1. Date and location of any arrest
2. Nature of the offense
3. Outcome of the case

<RXU6HOHFWLYH6HUYLFH5HJLVWUDWLRQ RQO\LI\RXDUHPDOH
1. Selective Service Number and date registered
2. If you did NOT register for Selective Service and you lived in the United States between the
ages 18-26, you have to include a letter explaining why you did not register.

16

Providing Documents
In addition to the form, you have to supply the USCIS with a number of documents. They include:

7KUHH)RUPVRI,GHQWLÀFDWLRQ
You will need to provide copies of your:


3HUPDQHQW5HVLGHQF\&DUG0DNHFRSLHVRIERWKVLGHV
,I\RXU3HUPDQHQW5HVLGHQF\&DUGLVPLVVLQJSOHDVHOHWWKH,PPLJUDWLRQ2IÀFHUNQRZDWWKH
time of your interview. If it has expired, you can still apply for citizenship, but you cannot leave the
FRXQWU\XQWLO\RXKDYHEHHQVZRUQLQDQGUHFHLYHG\RXUQDWXUDOL]DWLRQFHUWLÀFDWH.



'ULYHUҋVOLFHQVHRUVWDWHLVVXHGLGHQWLÀFDWLRQFDUG ,' 



6RFLDO6HFXULW\&DUG
If you fail to include copies of your state I.D. or Social Security Card in the application packet,
you can still present them at the interview.

(YLGHQFHRI7ULSV2XWVLGHWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV6LQFH%HFRPLQJD/HJDO3HUPDQHQW5HVLGHQW
1. Any passports or visas that may verify your trips.
2. Any airline tickets that may provide dates of departure and return.

0DUULDJHV
1. Current Spouse

 ,QFOXGHDFRS\RIWKHPDUULDJHFHUWLÀFDWH
2. Former Spouse

 ,QFOXGHFRSLHVRIDOOPDUULDJHGLYRUFHDQGGHDWKFHUWLÀFDWHV
3. Spouse!s Former Marriages

 ,QFOXGHFRSLHVRIDOOPDUULDJHGLYRUFHDQGGHDWKFHUWLÀFDWHV
&ULPLQDO5HFRUG
,I\RXKDYHEHHQDUUHVWHGFLWHGRUGHWDLQHGDQG\RXKDGWRSD\DÀQHRIPRUHWKDQ\RXPXVWSURYLGH


$FHUWLÀHGFRS\RIWKHDUUHVWUHSRUW



&RXUWGLVSRVLWLRQVDQG



6HQWHQFLQJRUDQ\RWKHUUHOHYDQWGRFXPHQWV

,IDWUDIÀFLQFLGHQWZDVUHODWHGWRDOFRKRORUGUXJV\RXQHHGWRVXEPLWGRFXPHQWDWLRQIRUWUDIÀFÀQHV

If you were convicted of a crime such as driving while intoxicated (DWI) or domestic violence,
\RXPXVWÀUVWVSHDNZLWKDQLPPLJUDWLRQDWWRUQH\EHIRUHVXEPLWWLQJ\RXUDSSOLFDWLRQ
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6HOHFWLYH6HUYLFH
1. If you registered but have lost your registration number, you can obtain it by calling (847) 688-6888 or visiting
www.sss.gov.
2. If you have not registered and are between the ages of 18 to 26, you should register immediately.
3. If you lived in the United States between the ages of 18 to 26 and were born after 1960, you must have
registered for Selective Service even if you were undocumented at the time. If you did not register, you must
include a written explanation with your application.

Fee
1. Include a money order or check for , payable to: 'HSDUWPHQWRI+RPHODQG6HFXULW\
2. Include your Alien Registration Number (A#) on the money order or check.
3. ,I\RXDUHRUROGHU\RXRQO\SD\WKHDSSOLFDWLRQIHH \RXGRQRWQHHGWRSD\WKHIHHWR
KDYH\RXUÀQJHUSULQWVWDNHQ  Be sure to include a letter stating that you qualify for the lower fee because of
your age.

7UDQVODWLRQV

"#! ,I\RXDUHSURYLGLQJDQ\GRFXPHQWLQDIRUHLJQODQJXDJHVXFKDV6SDQLVK\RXPXVWLQFOXGHDFHUWLÀHGIXOO
English language translation. The translator must certify that the translation is complete and accurate, and
that he or she is competent to translate from the foreign language into English. !

Step 2: Have Your Fingerprints Taken
1H[W\RXKDYHWRKDYH\RXUÀQJHUSULQWVWDNHQ7KH)%,ZLOOXVHWKHPWRUXQDEDFNJURXQGFKHFNDQG86&,6ZLOOXSGDWH
its records with them.

86&,6ZLOOVHQG\RXDQDSSRLQWPHQWOHWWHUWHOOLQJ\RXZKHQDQGZKHUHWRJRIRU\RXUÀQJHUSULQWLQJ,I\RX
absolutely cannot attend at the place or time, follow the instructions for rescheduling on the letter.
2. Arrive early for the appointment. Do NOT be late or miss the appointment.
%ULQJ\RXUDSSRLQWPHQWOHWWHUIURPWKH86&,6WRWKHÀQJHUSULQWLQJDORQJZLWK\RXU3HUPDQHQW5HVLGHQW
&DUGDQGDQRWKHUIRUPRIRIÀFLDOSKRWRLGHQWLÀFDWLRQVXFKDVDGULYHUҋVOLFHQVHRUVWDWH,'
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Step 3: Pass Exams at an Interview
Wait for the USCIS to schedule your interview. The agency will send you an appointment letter, which will tell you the
date, time, and place of your interview. If you absolutely cannot attend the interview, follow the rescheduling instructions
in the letter immediately. While the USCIS is conducting your background check, they may request additional documents
before it schedules your interview. If so, they will send you a letter explaining what they need and where to send it.

Arrive early for the appointment. Do NOT be late or miss the appointment.

The interviewer will ask you questions about your background and N-400 application, and test your English language
skills and your knowledge of U.S. civics. For the list of possible civics questions and to learn more about the English test,
see page 23.

 %ULQJ\RXU3HUPDQHQW5HVLGHQW&DUG\RXURIÀFLDOSKRWRLGHQWLÀFDWLRQDQG\RXULQWHUYLHZDSSRLQWPHQWOHWWHU
Bring additional documents if the USCIS asks for them.
 'XULQJWKHLQWHUYLHZWKH86&,6RIÀFHUZLOO
$VNWRVHH\RXULGHQWLÀFDWLRQDQGSODFH\RXXQGHURDWK
Ask you questions about your application and background.
Assess how well you speak and understand English through the whole interview. To test your reading
ability, the interviewer will present three sentences and ask you to read of them. To test your ability to
write English, you must write one sentence out of three.
Ask you 10 civics questions. You must answer 6 correctly to pass.
3. Based on all the information you provide and your exams, USCIS will either grant, continue, or deny your
application after your interview.
Granting. USCIS can tell you if you will receive citizenship at the end of your interview. You will later
receive a letter telling you when and where your oath ceremony will be.
Continuing7KH86&,6RIÀFHUPD\SXW\RXUFDVHRQKROG WKDWLVFRQWLQXHLW 7KHPRVWFRPPRQ
reasons are: a) failing all or parts of the English or civics test, or b) failing to provide the proper
documents.
Test. If you fail all or parts of either test, the USCIS will reschedule you for another
LQWHUYLHZ7KHRIÀFHUZLOOWKHQWHVW\RXDJDLQRQWKHSDUW\RXIDLOHG,I\RXIDLODVHFRQG
time, the USCIS will deny your application.
Documents. If you fail to provide required information or documents, USCIS will give you
a form (form N-14) that explains what you need to supply, and when and how to provide
it. If you do not follow the instructions, your application may be denied.
Denying. The USCIS may also reject your application. If it does, you will receive a written notice
explaining the reason for denying your application.
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If the decision in your naturalization proceedings is unfavorable you!may submit a request for a hearing, Form N-336.
<RXPXVWÀOH\RXUUHTXHVWIRUDKHDULQJZLWKLQFDOHQGDUGD\VDIWHUVHUYLFHRIWKHGHFLVLRQ GD\VLI\RXUGHFLVLRQZDV
PDLOHG ZLWKWKHORFDO86&,6RIÀFHWKDWPDGHWKHXQIDYRUDEOHGHFLVLRQ7KHÀOLQJIHHIRU)RUP1LV

Step 4: Take the Oath of Citizenship
If USCIS approves your application, you must attend a ceremony and take the Oath of Allegiance of the United States.
USCIS will notify you by mail of the time and date of your ceremony in a letter.

The ceremony is a wonderful experience and it requires just a few simple steps:

1. Dress appropriately. The ceremony is an important event presided over by a judge.
2. Bring your oath ceremony appointment letter, “Notice of Naturalization Oath Ceremony” (Form N-445), and
Permanent Resident Card.
3. Arrive at least 30 minutes before the ceremony and check in with the USCIS.
4. Answer questions about your activities since your interview, as indicated on your appointment letter.
5. Return your Permanent Resident Card at check-in. You will no longer need it.
6. Take the Oath of Allegiance. You are not a U.S. citizen until you have taken this oath.
 5HFHLYH\RXU&HUWLÀFDWHRI1DWXUDOL]DWLRQ

Step 5: Participate in Civic Affairs
<RXDUHQRZD86FLWL]HQEXWLQPRVWFDVHV\RXZLOOZDQWWRIROORZWKURXJKZLWKDQXPEHURIÀQDOVWHSV

1. Register to Vote
$VDQHZFLWL]HQ\RXFDQLQÁXHQFHJRYHUQPHQWGHFLVLRQVRQLVVXHVWKDWPDWWHUWR\RX\RXUIDPLO\DQG\RXU
FRPPXQLWLHV7KHÀUVWVWHSLQWKHYRWLQJSURFHVVLVWRUHJLVWHU)RULQIRUPDWLRQRQYRWHUUHJLVWUDWLRQFDOO
(888) VE-Y-VOTA.
2. Apply for a U.S. Passport
In some cases, representatives will be available to help you process the passport application at your oath ceremony.
For more information please visit www.travel.state.gov or call the National Passport Information Center toll-free at
(877) 487-2778.

3. Let People Know of Any Name Change
If your name has changed as a result of your naturalization, be sure to change all corresponding legal documents.
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4. Contact Social Security
Notify the Social Security Administration (SSA) of your new citizenship status. Fill out the 66)RUP(available at
www.ssa.gov DW\RXUORFDO6RFLDO6HFXULW\RIÀFH³SOHDVHEULQJ\RXU&HUWLÀFDWHRI1DWXUDOL]DWLRQDQG,GHQWLÀFDWLRQ
The USCIS will not notify Social Security or the Department of Public Safety on its own. For more information, call
Social Security at (800) 772-1213.

5. &RQWDFW<RXU(OHFWHG2IÀFLDOV
:HHQFRXUDJH\RXWRFRPPXQLFDWHZLWK\RXUHOHFWHGDQGDSSRLQWHGRIÀFLDOVWRNHHSWKHPDZDUHRIZKDWLVJRLQJRQ
in your community, and to share your feelings about policies, laws, and proposals. Visit Project Vote Smart!s website
DWZZZYRWHVPDUWRUJWRORFDWH\RXUHOHFWHGRIÀFLDOVDQGWROHDUQPRUHDERXWKRZ\RXFDQPDNHDGLIIHUHQFH
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The Exam: English and Civics Study Guide
The 100 Civics Questions
&LYLFVLV86KLVWRU\DQGJRYHUQPHQW%HORZ\RXZLOOÀQGWKHFLYLFVTXHVWLRQVDQGDQVZHUVIRUWKHQHZ
QDWXUDOL]DWLRQWHVW,I\RXÀOHG\RXUDSSOLFDWLRQ IRUP1 RQRUDIWHU2FWREHU\RXVKRXOGVWXG\WKLVOLVW
7KHFLYLFVWHVWLVDGPLQLVWHUHGYHUEDOO\7KH86&,6RIÀFHUZLOOVLPSO\DVN\RXXSWRRIWKHFLYLFVTXHVWLRQVOLVWHG
below. You must answer 6 out of 10 correctly to pass.
Although the USCIS is aware that there may be other correct answers to these questions, you can simplify things by
using the answers below.

American Government

!
A. Principles of American Democracy
:KDWLVWKHVXSUHPHODZRIWKHODQG"
The Constitution
:KDWGRHVWKH&RQVWLWXWLRQGR"
Sets up the government
'HÀQHVWKHJRYHUQPHQW
Protects basic rights of Americans
7KHLGHDRIVHOIJRYHUQPHQWLVLQWKHÀUVWWKUHH
ZRUGVRIWKH&RQVWLWXWLRQ:KDWDUHWKHVHZRUGV"
We the People
:KDWLVDQDPHQGPHQW"
A change (to the Constitution)
An addition (to the Constitution)
:KDWGRZHFDOOWKHÀUVWWHQ$PHQGPHQWVWRWKH
&RQVWLWXWLRQ"
The Bill of Rights
:KDWLVoneULJKWRUIUHHGRPIURPWKH)LUVW
$PHQGPHQW"
Speech
Press
Religion
Petition the government
Assembly
+RZPDQ\DPHQGPHQWVGRHVWKH&RQVWLWXWLRQ
KDYH"
7ZHQW\VHYHQ 
:KDWGLGWKH'HFODUDWLRQRI,QGHSHQGHQFHGR"
Announced our independence (from Great Britain).
Declared our independence (from Great Britain).
Said that the United States is free (from Great
Britain).

:KDWDUHtwoULJKWVLQWKH'HFODUDWLRQRI
,QGHSHQGHQFH"
Life
Liberty
Pursuit of happiness
:KDWLVIUHHGRPRIUHOLJLRQ"
You can practice any religion, or not practice a
religion.
:KDWLVWKHHFRQRPLFV\VWHPLQWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV"
Capitalist economy
Market economy
:KDWLVWKH´UXOHRIODZµ"
Everyone must follow the law.
Leaders must obey the law.
Government must obey the law.
1RRQHLVDERYHWKHODZ

B. System of Government
1DPHoneEUDQFKRUSDUWRIWKHJRYHUQPHQW
Congress
Executive
Legislative
The courts
President
Judicial
:KDWVWRSVoneEUDQFKRIJRYHUQPHQWIURP
EHFRPLQJWRRSRZHUIXO"
Checks and balances
Separation of powers
:KRLVLQFKDUJHRIWKHH[HFXWLYHEUDQFK"
The President
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,IWKH3UHVLGHQWFDQQRORQJHUVHUYHZKREHFRPHV
3UHVLGHQW"
The Vice President

:KRPDNHVIHGHUDOODZV"
Congress
Senate and House (of Representatives)
(U.S. or national) legislature
:KDWDUHWKHtwoSDUWVRIWKH86&RQJUHVV"
The Senate and House (of Representatives)

,IERWKWKH3UHVLGHQWDQGWKH9LFH3UHVLGHQWFDQQR
ORQJHUVHUYHZKREHFRPHV3UHVLGHQW"
The Speaker of the House

+RZPDQ\866HQDWRUVDUHWKHUH"
One hundred (100)

:KRLVWKH&RPPDQGHULQ&KLHIRIWKHPLOLWDU\"
The President

:HHOHFWD866HQDWRUIRUKRZPDQ\\HDUV"
Six (6)

:KRVLJQVELOOVWREHFRPHODZV"
The President

:KRLVoneRI\RXUVWDWHҋV866HQDWRUVQRZ"
Answers will vary. [If you live in the District of
Columbia or a U.S. territory, you should answer that
you have no U.S. Senators.]

:KRYHWRHVELOOV"
The President
:KDWGRHVWKH3UHVLGHQWҋV&DELQHWGR"
Advises the President

7KH+RXVHRI5HSUHVHQWDWLYHVKDVKRZPDQ\
YRWLQJPHPEHUV"
)RXUKXQGUHGWKLUW\ÀYH 

:KDWDUHtwo&DELQHWOHYHOSRVLWLRQV"
Secretary of Agriculture
Secretary of the Interior
Secretary of Commerce
Secretary of Labor
Secretary of Defense
Secretary of State
Secretary of Education
Secretary of Transportation
Secretary of Energy
Secretary of the Treasury
Secretary of Health and Human Services
Secretary of Veterans Affairs
Secretary of Homeland Security
Attorney General
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development
Vice President

:HHOHFWD865HSUHVHQWDWLYHIRUKRZPDQ\
\HDUV"
Two (2)
1DPH\RXU865HSUHVHQWDWLYH
Answers will vary. [If you live in a territory with a
nonvoting Delegate or Resident Commissioner, you
may provide his or her name. You may also state
that your territory has no (voting) Representatives in
Congress.]
:KRGRHVD866HQDWRUUHSUHVHQW"
All people of the state
:K\GRVRPHVWDWHVKDYHPRUH5HSUHVHQWDWLYHV
WKDQRWKHUVWDWHV"
 %HFDXVHRI WKHVWDWHҋVSRSXODWLRQ
(Because) they have more people
(Because) some states have more people

:KDWGRHVWKHMXGLFLDOEUDQFKGR"
Reviews laws
Resolves disputes (disagreements)
Explains laws
Decides if a law goes against the Constitution

:HHOHFWD3UHVLGHQWIRUKRZPDQ\\HDUV"
Four (4)

:KDWLVWKHKLJKHVWFRXUWLQWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV"
The Supreme Court

,QZKDWPRQWKGRZHYRWHIRU3UHVLGHQW"
1RYHPEHU

+RZPDQ\MXVWLFHVDUHRQWKH6XSUHPH&RXUW"
1LQH 

:KDWLVWKHQDPHRIWKH3UHVLGHQWRIWKH8QLWHG
6WDWHVQRZ"
Barack Obama
Obama

:KRLVWKH&KLHI-XVWLFHRIWKH8QLWHG6WDWHVQRZ"
John Roberts (John G. Roberts, Jr.)

:KDWLVWKHQDPHRIWKH9LFH3UHVLGHQWRIWKH
8QLWHG6WDWHVQRZ"
Joseph R. Biden, Jr.
Joe Biden
Biden
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Freedom of assembly
The right to bear arms

8QGHURXU&RQVWLWXWLRQVRPHSRZHUVEHORQJWRWKH
IHGHUDOJRYHUQPHQW:KDWLVone SRZHURIWKHIHGHUDO
JRYHUQPHQW"
To print money
To declare war
To create an army
To make treaties

:KDWGRZHVKRZOR\DOW\WRZKHQZHVD\WKH
3OHGJHRI$OOHJLDQFH"
The United States
7KHÁDJ

8QGHURXU&RQVWLWXWLRQVRPHSRZHUVEHORQJWRWKH
VWDWHV:KDWLVoneSRZHURIWKHVWDWHV"
Provide schooling and education
Provide protection (police)
3URYLGHVDIHW\ ÀUHGHSDUWPHQWV 
*LYHDGULYHUҋVOLFHQVH
Approve zoning and land use

:KDWLVoneSURPLVH\RXPDNHZKHQ\RXEHFRPHD
8QLWHG6WDWHVFLWL]HQ"
Give up loyalty to other countries
Defend the Constitution and laws of the
United States
Obey the laws of the United States
Serve in the U.S. military (if needed)
Serve (do important work for) the nation (if needed)
Be loyal to the United States

:KRLVWKH*RYHUQRURI\RXUVWDWHQRZ"
Answers will vary. [If you live in the District of
Columbia, answer that D.C. does not have a Governor.]

+RZROGGRFLWL]HQVKDYHWREHWRYRWHIRU
3UHVLGHQW"
Eighteen (18) and older

:KDWLVWKHFDSLWDORI\RXUVWDWH"
Answers will vary. [If you live in the District of
Columbia, answer that D.C. is not a state and does not
have a capital. If you live in a territory, name its capital.]

:KDWDUHtwoZD\VWKDW$PHULFDQVFDQSDUWLFLSDWH
LQWKHLUGHPRFUDF\"
Vote
Join a political party
Help with a campaign
Join a civic group
Join a community group
*LYHDQHOHFWHGRIÀFLDO\RXURSLQLRQRQDQLVVXH
Call Senators and Representatives
Publicly support or oppose an issue or policy
5XQIRURIÀFH
Write to a newspaper

:KDWDUHWKHtwoPDMRUSROLWLFDOSDUWLHVLQWKH
8QLWHG6WDWHV"
Democratic and Republican
:KDWLVWKHSROLWLFDOSDUW\RIWKH3UHVLGHQWQRZ"
Democratic (Party)
:KDWLVWKHQDPHRIWKH6SHDNHURIWKH+RXVHRI
5HSUHVHQWDWLYHVQRZ"
(John) Boehner

&5LJKWVDQG5HVSRQVLELOLWLHV

:KHQLVWKHODVWGD\\RXFDQVHQGLQIHGHUDO
LQFRPHWD[IRUPV"
$SULO

7KHUHDUHIRXU$PHQGPHQWVWRWKH&RQVWLWXWLRQ
DERXWZKRFDQYRWH'HVFULEHoneRIWKHP
Citizens eighteen (18) and older (can vote).
<RXGRQҋWKDYHWRSD\ DSROOWD[ WRYRWH
Any citizen can vote (women and men can vote).
A male citizen of any race (can vote).

:KHQPXVWDOOPHQUHJLVWHUIRUWKH6HOHFWLYH
6HUYLFH"
At age eighteen (18)
%HWZHHQHLJKWHHQ  DQGWZHQW\VL[ 

:KDWLVoneUHVSRQVLELOLW\WKDWLVRQO\IRU8QLWHG
6WDWHVFLWL]HQV"
Serve on a jury
Vote in a federal election

American History

!
$&RORQLDO3HULRGDQG,QGHSHQGHQFH
:KDWLVoneUHDVRQFRORQLVWVFDPHWR$PHULFD"
Freedom
Political liberty
Religious freedom
Economic opportunity
Practice their religion
Escape persecution

1DPHoneULJKWRQO\IRU8QLWHG6WDWHVFLWL]HQV
Vote in a federal election
5XQIRUIHGHUDORIÀFH
:KDWDUHtwoULJKWVRIHYHU\RQHOLYLQJLQWKH8QLWHG
6WDWHV"
Freedom of expression
Freedom to petition the government
Freedom of speech
Freedom of worship
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:KROLYHGLQ$PHULFDEHIRUHWKH(XURSHDQV
DUULYHG"
American Indians
1DWLYH$PHULFDQV

:KRLVWKH´)DWKHURI2XU&RXQWU\µ"
(George) Washington
:KRZDVWKHÀUVW3UHVLGHQW" 
(George) Washington

:KDWJURXSRISHRSOHZDVWDNHQWR$PHULFDDQG
VROGDVVODYHV"
Africans
People from Africa

%7KHV
:KDWWHUULWRU\GLGWKH8QLWHG6WDWHVEX\IURP
)UDQFHLQ"
The Louisiana Territory
Louisiana

:K\GLGWKHFRORQLVWVÀJKWWKH%ULWLVK"
Because of high taxes (taxation without
representation)
Because the British army stayed in their houses
(boarding, quartering)
%HFDXVHWKH\GLGQҋWKDYHVHOIJRYHUQPHQW

1DPHoneZDUIRXJKWE\WKH8QLWHG6WDWHVLQWKH
V
War of 1812
0H[LFDQ$PHULFDQ:DU
Civil War
6SDQLVK$PHULFDQ:DU

:KRZURWHWKH'HFODUDWLRQRI,QGHSHQGHQFH"
(Thomas) Jefferson
:KHQZDVWKH'HFODUDWLRQRI,QGHSHQGHQFH
DGRSWHG"
July 4, 1776

1DPHWKH86ZDUEHWZHHQWKH1RUWKDQGWKH
6RXWK
The Civil War
The War between the States

7KHUHZHUHRULJLQDOVWDWHV1DPHthree
1HZ+DPSVKLUH
Delaware
Massachusetts
Maryland
Rhode Island
Virginia
Connecticut
1RUWK&DUROLQD
1HZ<RUN


South Carolina
1HZ-HUVH\


Georgia
Pennsylvania

1DPHoneSUREOHPWKDWOHGWRWKH&LYLO:DU
Slavery
Economic reasons
6WDWHVҋULJKWV
:KDWZDVoneLPSRUWDQWWKLQJWKDW$EUDKDP
/LQFROQGLG"
Freed the slaves (Emancipation Proclamation)
Saved (or preserved) the Union
Led the United States during the Civil War
:KDWGLGWKH(PDQFLSDWLRQ3URFODPDWLRQGR"
Freed the slaves
Freed slaves in the Confederacy
Freed slaves in the Confederate states
Freed slaves in most Southern states

:KDWKDSSHQHGDWWKH&RQVWLWXWLRQDO&RQYHQWLRQ"
The Constitution was written.
The Founding Fathers wrote the Constitution.

:KDWGLG6XVDQ%$QWKRQ\GR"
)RXJKWIRUZRPHQҋVULJKWV
Fought for civil rights

:KHQZDVWKH&RQVWLWXWLRQZULWWHQ"
1787
7KH)HGHUDOLVW3DSHUVVXSSRUWHGWKHSDVVDJHRIWKH
86&RQVWLWXWLRQ1DPHoneRIWKHZULWHUV
(James) Madison
(John) Jay
(Alexander) Hamilton
Publius

&5HFHQW$PHULFDQ+LVWRU\DQG2WKHU
,PSRUWDQW+LVWRULFDO,QIRUPDWLRQ

:KDWLVoneWKLQJ%HQMDPLQ)UDQNOLQLVIDPRXVIRU"
U.S. diplomat
Oldest member of the Constitutional Convention
First Postmaster General of the United States
:ULWHURI´3RRU5LFKDUGҋV$OPDQDFµ
6WDUWHGWKHÀUVWIUHHOLEUDULHV

1DPHoneZDUIRXJKWE\WKH8QLWHG6WDWHVLQWKH
V
World War I
World War II
Korean War
Vietnam War
(Persian) Gulf War
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:KRZDV3UHVLGHQWGXULQJ:RUOG:DU,"
(Woodrow) Wilson

Integrated Civics
!

$*HRJUDSK\

:KRZDV3UHVLGHQWGXULQJWKH*UHDW'HSUHVVLRQ
DQG:RUOG:DU,,"
(Franklin) Roosevelt

1DPHoneRIWKHWZRORQJHVWULYHUVLQWKH8QLWHG
6WDWHV
Missouri (River)
Mississippi (River)

:KRGLGWKH8QLWHG6WDWHVÀJKWLQ:RUOG:DU,,"
Japan, Germany, and Italy

:KDWRFHDQLVRQWKH:HVW&RDVWRIWKH8QLWHG
6WDWHV"
3DFLÀF 2FHDQ

%HIRUHKHZDV3UHVLGHQW(LVHQKRZHUZDVD
JHQHUDO:KDWZDUZDVKHLQ"
World War II

:KDWRFHDQLVRQWKH(DVW&RDVWRIWKH8QLWHG
6WDWHV"
Atlantic (Ocean)

'XULQJWKH&ROG:DUZKDWZDVWKHPDLQFRQFHUQRI
WKH8QLWHG6WDWHV"
Communism

1DPHone86WHUULWRU\
Puerto Rico
U.S. Virgin Islands
American Samoa
1RUWKHUQ0DULDQD,VODQGV
Guam

:KDWPRYHPHQWWULHGWRHQGUDFLDOGLVFULPLQDWLRQ"
Civil rights (movement)
:KDWGLG0DUWLQ/XWKHU.LQJ-UGR"
Fought for civil rights
Worked for equality for all Americans

1DPHoneVWDWHWKDWERUGHUV&DQDGD
Maine
Michigan
Alaska
1HZ+DPSVKLUH
Minnesota
Vermont
1RUWK'DNRWD
1HZ<RUN


Montana
Pennsylvania
Idaho
Ohio
Washington

:KDWPDMRUHYHQWKDSSHQHGRQ6HSWHPEHU
LQWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV"
Terrorists attacked the United States.
1DPHone$PHULFDQ,QGLDQWULEHLQWKH8QLWHG
6WDWHV
>86&,6RIÀFHUVZLOOKDYHDOLVWRIIHGHUDOO\UHFRJQL]HG
tribes.]
Cherokee
Cheyenne
1DYDMR 

Arawak
Sioux
Shawnee
Chippewa
Mohegan
Choctaw
Huron
Pueblo
Oneida
Apache
Lakota
Iroquois
Crow
Creek
Teton
Blackfeet
Hopi
Seminole
Inuit

1DPHoneVWDWHWKDWERUGHUV0H[LFR
California
Arizona
1HZ0H[LFR
Texas
:KDWLVWKHFDSLWDORIWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV"
Washington, D.C.
:KHUHLVWKH6WDWXHRI/LEHUW\"
1HZ<RUN +DUERU 
Liberty Island
>$OVRDFFHSWDEOHDUH1HZ-HUVH\QHDU1HZ<RUN&LW\
and on the Hudson (River).]

%6\PEROV
:K\GRHVWKHÁDJKDYHVWULSHV"
Because there were 13 original colonies
Because the stripes represent the original colonies
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:K\GRHVWKHÁDJKDYHVWDUV"
Because there is one star for each state
Because each star represents a state
%HFDXVHWKHUHDUHVWDWHV
:KDWLVWKHQDPHRIWKHQDWLRQDODQWKHP"
7KH6WDU6SDQJOHG%DQQHU

&+ROLGD\V
:KHQGRZHFHOHEUDWH,QGHSHQGHQFH'D\"
July 4
1DPHtwoQDWLRQDO86KROLGD\V
1HZ<HDUҋV'D\
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
3UHVLGHQWVҋ'D\
Memorial Day
Independence Day
Labor Day
Columbus Day
Veterans Day
Thanksgiving
Christmas
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The 20 Civics Questions for 65/20 Applicants
If you are 65 or older and have been a Legal Permanent Resident in the United States for 20 years or more, your 10
questions will come from the shorter list of 20 below.

American Government

&5LJKWVDQG5HVSRQVLELOLWLHV

$3ULQFLSOHVRI$PHULFDQ'HPRFUDF\

:KDWLVoneUHVSRQVLELOLW\WKDWLVRQO\IRU8QLWHG
6WDWHVFLWL]HQV"
Serve on a jury
Vote in a federal election

:KDWLVoneULJKWRUIUHHGRPIURPWKH)LUVW
$PHQGPHQW"
Speech
Press
Religion
Petition the government
Assembly

+RZROGGRFLWL]HQVKDYHWREHWRYRWHIRU
3UHVLGHQW"
Eighteen (18) and older
:KHQLVWKHODVWGD\\RXFDQVHQGLQIHGHUDO
LQFRPHWD[IRUPV"
$SULO

:KDWLVWKHHFRQRPLFV\VWHPLQWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV"
Capitalist economy
Market economy

American History

!
$&RORQLDO3HULRGDQG,QGHSHQGHQFH

%6\VWHPRI*RYHUQPHQW
1DPHoneEUDQFKRUSDUWRIWKHJRYHUQPHQW
Congress
Executive
Legislative
The courts
President
Judicial

:KRZDVWKHÀUVW3UHVLGHQW"
(George) Washington

%V
:KDWZDVoneLPSRUWDQWWKLQJWKDW$EUDKDP
/LQFROQGLG"
Freed the slaves (Emancipation Proclamation)
Saved (or preserved) the Union
Led the United States during the Civil War

:KDWDUHWKHtwoSDUWVRIWKH86&RQJUHVV"
The Senate and House (of Representatives)
:KRLVoneRI\RXUVWDWHҋV866HQDWRUVQRZ"
Answers will vary. [If you live in the District of
Columbia or a U.S. territory, you should answer that
you have no U.S. Senators.]

&5HFHQW$PHULFDQ+LVWRU\DQG2WKHU
,PSRUWDQW+LVWRULFDO,QIRUPDWLRQ
1DPHoneZDUIRXJKWE\WKH8QLWHG6WDWHVLQWKH
V
World War I
World War II
Korean War
Vietnam War
(Persian) Gulf War

,QZKDWPRQWKGRZHYRWHIRU3UHVLGHQW"
1RYHPEHU
:KDWLVWKHQDPHRIWKH3UHVLGHQWRIWKH8QLWHG
6WDWHVQRZ"
Barack Obama
Obama

:KDWGLG0DUWLQ/XWKHU.LQJ-UGR"
Fought for civil rights
Worked for equality for all Americans

:KDWLVWKHFDSLWDORI\RXUVWDWH"
Answers will vary. [If you live in the District of
Columbia, answer that D.C. is not a state and does not
have a capital. If you live in a territory, name its capital.]



:KDWDUHWKHtwoPDMRUSROLWLFDOSDUWLHVLQWKH8QLWHG
6WDWHV"
Democratic and Republican
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$*HRJUDSK\
:KDWLVWKHFDSLWDORIWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV"
Washington, D.C.
:KHUHLVWKH6WDWXHRI/LEHUW\"
1HZ<RUN +DUERU 
Liberty Island
>$OVRDFFHSWDEOHDUH1HZ-HUVH\
QHDU1HZ<RUN&LW\DQGRQWKH+XGVRQ 5LYHU @

%6\PEROV
:K\GRHVWKHÁDJKDYHVWDUV"
Because there is one star for each state
Because each star represents a state
%HFDXVHWKHUHDUHVWDWHV

&+ROLGD\V
:KHQGRZHFHOHEUDWH,QGHSHQGHQFH'D\"
July 4

The English Exam: Speaking, Reading,
and Writing
The English test has three parts: speaking, reading, and writing. With all three, the law says you must be able to use
“simple words and phrases...in ordinary usage.” That is, you must be able to read, write, and speak basic English.
Speaking
7KH86&,6RIÀFHUZLOOMXGJH\RXUVSHDNLQJDELOLW\IURP\RXUDQVZHUVWRTXHVWLRQVWKURXJKRXWWKHLQWHUYLHZDQGHVSHFLDOO\
about your application.
Reading
Each reading test will contain no more than three sentences. You must read one of them correctly to pass. To help
you prepare, USCIS has released the vocabulary list below, which contains every word you need to know. The content
focuses on civics and history.
Writing
The writing test will contain no more than three sentences. You must write one of them correctly to pass. To help you
prepare, USCIS has released the vocabulary list below, which contains every word in the test. Again, the content focuses
on civics and history.
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People

Question Words

John Adams
Abraham Lincoln
George Washington

How
What
When
Where
Who
Why

Civics
$PHULFDQÁDJ
American Indians
Bill of Rights
Capital
Citizen
City
Civil War
Congress
Country
Father of Our Country
Flag
Free
Freedom of speech
Government
President
Right
Senators
State/states
White House

Verbs
Can
Come
Do/does
Elects
Have/has
Is/are/was/be
Lives/lived
Meet
Name
Pay
Vote
Want

Other (function)
A
And
During
For
Here
In
Of
On
The
To
We

Places
America
Alaska
California
Canada
Delaware
Mexico
New York City
Washington
Washington, D.C.
United States
U.S.

Other (content)
Blue
Colors
Dollar bill
Fifty/50
First
Largest
Many
Most
North
One
One hundred/100
People
Red
Second
South
Taxes
White

Months
February
May
June
July
September
October
November

Holidays
Presidents! Day
Memorial Day
Flag Day
Independence Day
Labor Day
Columbus Day
Thanksgiving

33

