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U.S. Citizenship Workshop Toolkit
Sample Talking Points

[ORGANIZATION’S NAME]
History of ya es hora:

ya es hora is an historic non-partisan Latino civic participation campaign launched as the Latino community’s action-oriented follow-up to the immigrant mobilizations of 2006. The campaign represents the largest and most comprehensive effort to incorporate Latinos as full participants in the American political process, bringing together national Latino organizations Mi Familia Vota Education Fund, the NALEO Educational Fund, the National Council of La Raza, Service Employees International Union (SEIU), and Spanish language media companies Entravision Communications, ImpreMedia and Univision Communications, Inc.  

The ya es hora ¡Ciudadanía! campaign was born of the pro-immigrant marches of 2006. To translate the mass momentum into action, the goal was simple – to inform, educate and motivate the millions of eligible legal permanent residents to apply for U.S. citizenship. Over 400 organizations nationwide contributed to ya es hora’s success in surpassing its lofty goal of motivating over 1,000,000 legal permanent residents to apply for U.S. citizenship. With the help of the campaign, the Office of Immigration Services (OIS) recorded the largest number total naturalizations Of 1,046,539 in FY 2008.  

Historic Highlights

· 1.4 million citizenship applications were submitted in 2007, more than 1 million new naturalized citizens in 2008. 

· FY 08 recorded the largest number of total naturalizations at 1,046,539. 

· The total Latino share of all Naturalizations in FY 08 was 44% (460,650). This is equal to a percent change increase of 95% from the year before, and a 272% percent change increase over 5 years (2003-2008). 
· Unprecedented Latino immigrant voter turnout in 2008, according to post-election survey 39% of all Latino voters were naturalized U.S. citizens (immigrant voters), compared to 28% in 2004.
· [Get City/State Specific Number, if available]

With an understanding of the impact that this campaign has had, we are formally announcing our efforts to re-launch this campaign and continue our efforts to inform, educate and motivate the millions of eligible legal permanent residents to apply for U.S. citizenship and help them become part of the fabric of American society.  

Our media partners, Univision, Entravision and ImpreMedia will continue to support our efforts through an integrated and multi-media campaign designed to inform and motivate eligible members of our community to apply for U.S. citizenship.  
 Continued Need

· Since 2007, ya es hora ¡Ciudadania! has helped mobilize more than 1.4 million legal permanent residents (LPRs) to apply for U.S. citizenship. However, our work has not ended. There are still 8.25 million eligible LPRs who can apply for U.S. citizenship.

· According to DHS 8.25 million Legal Permanent Residents are eligible to naturalize. At least 3.8 million (almost half) of those eligible are Latino.
Key Campaign Components:

· Website – www.yaeshora.info 

· Hotline – 1-888-ve-y-vota 

· Bilingual Naturalization Guide 

· Workshop Planning Toolkit 

· Centros de Ciudadania

· Information Centers

· Workshops

· Citizenship & Immigration Forums
· Naturalization is a key step towards political and economic integration into American society. There is a strong connection between U.S. Citizenship and increased civic participation among Latinos.  
· America’s greatness is deeply rooted in our rich immigrant tradition and Naturalization is the culmination of the immigrant experience. Greater Naturalization is in the best interest of our nation. Immigrants who embrace U.S. citizenship are motivated by a desire to demonstrate their commitment to this country. When they exercise the right to vote, our democracy becomes stronger and more representative. 

· The NALEO Educational Fund’s ya es hora¡Ciudadanía! Campaign is working with organizations and groups nationwide to assist eligible permanent residents throughout the United States to apply for U.S. Citizenship. The [Organizer] has committed to be part of this national effort.
· [Organizer Mission Statement]

· The NALEO Educational Fund is the nation’s leading organization that facilitates Latinos to participate fully in the American political process, from citizenship to public service.  Established in 1981, the NALEO Educational Fund is making significant contributions to the progress of the nation’s 45.5 million Latinos.
